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CONFIDENTIAL NICOSIA 2228 

FOR COUNSELOR NIMETZ FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP, PEPR, CY, US 

SUBJECT: NIMETZ VISIT: PUBLIC RELATIONS ASPECTS 

1 . PREMATURE LEAK TO LEFTIST PRESS OF YOUR VISIT FOLLOWED 

BY PIO CONFIRMATION WITHOUT PRIOR CONSULTATION WITH EMBASSY 
OR CONCURRENT RELEASE OF USG STATEMENT, WHICH WOULD HAVE 
HELPED SET TONE, HAS MADE IT EASY FOR GREEK CYPRIOT PRESS 
TO GIVE ERRONEOUS AND UNHELPFUL INTERPRETATION OF YOUR 
VISIT AND TO RAISE UNREALISTIC EXPECTATIONS. PRESS IS GIVING 
GREAT WEIGHT TO VISIT, SOME PAPERS EQUATING IT WITH A "CLIFFORD 
LEVEL" OR SPECIAL PRESIDENTIAL EMISSARY VISIT AND EVEN 
IMPLYING IT IS ACTUALLY A CONTINUATION OF THE FEBRUARY 1977 
CLIFFORD MISSION. SOME PRESS COMMENT HAS IMPLIED THAT VISIT 
REPRESENTS LAST CHANCE OF US TO PALY A USEFUL ROLE IN THE 
CYPRUS PROBLEM AND FULFILL ITS OBLIGATIONS TO FINDING A JUST 
SETTLEMENT. THIS THEME HAS BEEN ESPECIALLY EVIDENT IN 
MODERATE RIGHT-WING PRESS, WHICH IS USUALLY MORE FAVORABLY 
DISPOSED TOWARD U.S.; EVEN THIS SEGMENT OF PRESS HAS ONLY 
RELUCTANTLY AGREED THAT YOUR VISIT, OR ANY U.S. INITIATIVE, 

MIGHT HAVE MERIT. IN ANOTHER VEIN, SOME PAPERS HAVE SUGGESTED 
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THAT YOUR VISIT MERELY REPRESENTS PRETEXT OF WHICH PRESIDENT 
CARTER WILL BASE CERTIFICATION TO CONGRESS REQUIRED FOR LIFT- 
ING THE ARMS EMBARGO. 

2. WHILE WE CANNOT REALISTICALLY EXPECT TO CHANGE SELF-SERVING 
TREATMENT OF YOUR VISIT BY HIGHLY POLITICIZED PRESS, WE ARE 
WORKING WITH PIO TO TRY TO CONTAIN HOSTILE REACTION. IN AD- 
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DITION, WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO TAKE POSITIVE ACTION 
AIMED AT DISARMING CRITICS AND HOSTILE PRESS. 

3. WE BELIEVE, IN LIGHT OF PRESS TREATMENT SINCE THE LEAK, 

THAT ANY EXTRAORDINARY AND OBVIOUS EFFORT TO LIMIT PRESS VOCER- 
AGE OF ARRIVAL WOULD ONLY LEAD TO FURTHER MISINTERPRETATION. 
THERE MAY BE SOME ADVANTAGE, ON THE OTHER HAND, IN PUBLICLY RE- 
INFORCING LOW-KEY, EXPLORATORY NATURE OF VISIT. WE SUGGEST, 
THEREFORE, THAT YOU CONSIDER MAKING BRIEF ARRIVAL STATEMENT AT 
AIRPORT AND OFFERING PREDETERMINED RESPONSE TO ANY QUESTIONS. 
EMBASSY CONTINUES TO BELIEVE BRIEF DEPARTURE STATEMENT PREFER- 
ABLE TO PRESS CONFERENCE AND RECOMMENDS, IF POSSIBLE, AVOIDING 
ANY SITUATION IN WHICH PRESS CAN INTERROGATE. FOLLOWING ARE 
SUGGESTED ARRIVAL STATEMENT AND ALL-PURPOSE RESPONSE TO 
QUESTIONS. 

4. SUGGESTED ARRIVAL STATEMENT. IT IS A PLEASURE TO BE BACK 

IN CYPRUS. I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO RENEWING ACQUAINTANCE WITH 
PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU, FOREIGN MINISTER ROLANDIS AND HIS EXCELL- 
ENCY MR. DENKTASH WHOM I HAVE MET BOTH HERE AND IN THE UNITED 
STATES. I SHOULD LIKE TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT I'M NOT HERE TO 
MAKE PROPOSALS OR PRESENT A PLAN. THE PURPOSE OF THIS VISIT IS 
TO BETTER INFORM OURSELVES OF THE THINKING HERE IN LIGHT OF 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS. THE POSITION OF THE UNITED STATES HAS 
NOT CHANGED: WE WANT TO HELP, IF WE CAN AND IF IT IS DESIRED 
BY CYPRUS, TO FIND A JUST AND LASTING SOLUTION TO THE CYPRUS 
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PROBLEM. WE FULLY SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF UN SECRETARY GENERAL 
WALDHEIM. AND OUR DISCUSSIONS HERE WILL BE WITHIN THAT FRAME- 
WORK. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT THE BEST HOPE FOR FINDING A 
SOLUTION IS THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL. 

5. IN ANSWER TO QUESTIONS. I AM HERE, AS I HAVE INDICATED. 

ONLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF MEETING WITH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, 
LEADERS OF THE TURKISH CYPRIOT COMMUNITY AND THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL'S SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE IN ORDER TO LEARN IF THE 
UNITED STATES CAN BE HELPFUL. SINCE THIS IS THE NATURE OF 

MY VISIT, I CAN'T REALLY OFFER ANY FURTHER COMMENT EXCEPT 
TO REINTERATE THAT THE UNITED STATES IS READY, IF CYPRUS SO 
DESIRES, TO LEND ALL POSSIBLE SUPPORT TO FINDING A JUST AND 
LASTING SOLUTION TO THE CYPRUS PROBLEM. 

STONE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PUBLIC RELATIONS, VISITS, NEWS LEAKS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 31 aug 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978NICOSI02228 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780355-1093 
Format: TEL 
From: NICOSIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1978083/aaaaacog.tel 

Line Count: 110 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 791fa45c-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1639359 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NIMETZ VISIT: PUBLIC RELATIONS ASPECTS 
TAGS: OVIP, PEPR, CY, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/791 fa45c-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



